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TOMPKINS COUNTY ENERGY TASK FORCE 
Friday, November 15, 2019 

Human Services Building, 320 W. State/MLK JR, Ithaca, NY 14850 
Final Minutes 

      Attendance 
Member  Member  Staff  
Sharon Anderson P Tim Mount E Katie Borgella P 
Martha Armstrong E Martha Robertson P Darby Kiley P 
Fernando de Aragón E Brice Smith P Kristin McCarthy P 
Brian Eden P Jennifer Tavares P   
Todd Fox A Irene Weiser E   
Nick Goldsmith P* Gordon Woodcock P   
Bob Howarth E Sarah Zemanick P   

Guests: Peter Bardaglio, Terry Carroll, Deborah Dawson, Joe Wilson 
 
Welcome: Chair Sharon Anderson welcomed ETF members and guests to the meeting. *Nick 
Goldsmith joined the meeting via telephone. 
Comments from the Public: Round 1 – None 
Agenda Review/Changes –  None 
Approval of October 18, 2019 minutes – The October 2019 meeting minutes could not be approved due 
to lack of a quorum. 

Discussion:  Draft Resolution Establishing the TC Climate and Sustainable Energy Advisory Board 
Members discussed the resolution that was reviewed by the Policy Committee to create a 
Tompkins County Climate and Sustainable Energy Advisory Board as a successor to the Energy 
Task Force. The board would have a two-year lifespan, with an option to renew, and consist of 
nine members. While no formal vote could be taken due to lack of a quorum, the ETF weighed 
the different issues that needed to be taken into consideration as part of the decision-making 
process. The discussion included topics such as board composition, mission, recruitment, and 
community engagement: 
• The resolution does not specify a list of tasks for the Climate and Sustainable Energy Advisory Board 

to undertake as the climate landscape is constantly changing.   
• The new board would be part of an ongoing conversation with staff, the Planning, Energy, and 

Environmental Quality (PEEQ) Committee, and full County Legislature.  
• Members inquired whether PEEQ would guide the activities of this board or expect it to be self-

directed – it will most likely be a combination of both. 
• Applicant “wish list” – it will be an advisory board focused on expertise versus sector.  PEEQ will look 

to County staff for recommendations. Issue of the county residency requirement came up as a 
potentially limiting factor. 

• Engagement/how board can help PEEQ stay on top of new developments and mitigate policy 
implications before action is taken by County Legislature – participate in Chamber of Commerce 
governmental affairs discussion group; think about organizing larger events and partnering with 
other organizations in community; participate in regular topical discussions with groups such as 
Alliance for Clean Energy; invite speakers to present to board on specific topics.  

 
A straw poll showed that all the members present except for Sarah Zemanick (who declared herself “on 
the fence”) were in favor of the draft resolution creating the TC Climate and Sustainable Energy 
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Advisory Board. The resolution to create the new board will go to PEEQ and the full Legislature for 
adoption in the next few weeks. Following that, a press release announcing the board and soliciting 
members will go out in early December, with a deadline to apply by early January.  Realistically 
speaking, it will not be a functional advisory board until at least March given that interviews need to be 
held and both PEEQ and the full County Legislature will need to vote on appointments.  
 
Discussion: Brainstorming Agenda Items for Final (Dec. 20) Meeting 
Sharon Anderson asked for suggestions on agenda items for the December ETF meeting. Ideas included 
making it a festive thank-you holiday party, holding a round robin session with members sharing news 
on their work activities, and inviting individuals interested in serving on the ETF’s successor board to 
attend and ask questions. Peter Bardaglio suggested inviting Al George from Cornell to talk about the 
work his grad students are doing for Ithaca regarding the Green New Deal. Katie said that in the press 
release recruiting for the new board we could mention the December meeting and invite interested 
candidates to attend.  
  
Member Announcements/Comments from Public Round 2 
• Gordon Woodcock shared feedback on his firm’s experience as an energy developer with the NYS 

Article 10 permitting regulations for electric-generating facilities larger than 25 MW. He noted what 
seemed to be a substantial disconnect between the slow pace of the state regulatory environment 
and its ambitious GHG emissions reduction goals.  

• County Planning and Sustainability Department submitted five pages of comments on Town of 
Enfield draft wind plan, none of which were accepted by the town board. The town did send the 
department, however, a 13-page response.  

• Naomi Haber, a student sustainability coordinator intern with Sarah Zemanick’s office at Cornell, 
won this year's New York Coalition for Sustainability in Higher Education's Student Sustainability 
Leadership Excellence Award.  

• Terry Carroll highlighted a few local energy efficiency success stories: Town of Caroline installed a 
geothermal heating/cooling system in its historic town hall, Town of Ulysses plans to install a heat 
pump system in its town hall, and the Town of Danby, which installed a large solar array several 
years ago, is now looking to install heat pumps in the town garage.  

• NYS Department of Environmental Conservation is hiring two climate policy analysts. 
 
Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Chair Sharon Anderson at 10:20am. 


