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TOMPKINS COUNTY ENERGY TASK FORCE 
Friday, Sept. 20, 2019 

Human Services Building, 320 W. State/MLK JR, Ithaca, NY 14850 
Final Minutes 

      Attendance 
Member  Member  Staff  
Sharon Anderson P Bob Howarth P Darby Kiley P 
Martha Armstrong P Tim Mount P Kristin McCarthy P 
Cliff Babson A Martha Robertson P Megan McDonald P 
Fernando de Aragón P Brice Smith A   
Brian Eden P Jennifer Tavares E   
Todd Fox P Irene Weiser A   
Nick Goldsmith P Gordon Woodcock A   
Curt Gooch A Sarah Zemanick A   

Guests: Terry Carroll, Deborah Dawson, Peter Bardaglio, Joe Wilson 
 
Welcome: Chair Sharon Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:07 am. Bob Howarth distributed a handout 
related to a new paper he has out for peer review on greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels in New York State 
since 2015. Given nature of discussion planned for meeting, the members invited guests to join them at the table 
and participate actively instead of waiting for a specific time in agenda to provide feedback. 
 
Comments from the Public: Round 1 – None  
Agenda Review/Changes –  None 
Approval of Aug. 16, 2019 minutes – A motion was made by Martha Robertson, and seconded by Fernando de 
Aragón, to approve the August ETF meeting minutes. Motion carried.  
 
Martha Armstrong noted that in the Sept. 10th Policy Committee meeting minutes “Planning, Energy, and 
Economic Development Committee” should be changed to “Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality 
Committee” [see “Needs” section, item b]. 
 
Energy Task Force – what is its future, does it continue in a new form, and if so, what is its role? 
 
Megan McDonald passed on regards from Commissioner Katie Borgella, who could not attend the meeting, and 
relayed news of efforts happening at the County to implement actions from the Energy Strategy. Sharon 
summarized various options on the table for future of ETF. Here are a few highlights from the discussion: 
 
Legislature needs a body like ETF to keep them informed continuously, not just once in a while. There is value in 
maintaining the level of communication and structure that has developed in these last three years. 
 
Evaluate and possibly recalibrate performance specs – what does legislature want/need to achieve and how can 
this group help it develop more effective leadership in terms of moving the needle forward on climate and energy 
efficiency goals? Lots of important work happening in our community—how do we harness that energy and tap 
already existing synergies? How can we scale up our efforts? 

Cognizant of demands on staff time; something else needs to give. Perhaps between now and next meeting future 
of other advisory boards (e.g. WRC, PAB, EMC) could be given consideration – can they be run more efficiently? 
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Do they still serve an important purpose on the overall legislative landscape? PAB advises DPS, not legislature; is 
PAB necessary? (advisory boards not subject to open meetings law, see new county policy) 

City of Ithaca plans to integrate its climate goals in the work plans for all its departments. County should take a 
similar holistic approach – multiple pillars holding up one big overarching structure. 
 
Re-examine membership – need people from places like TCCPI, EMC, TCCOG to keep conversation going among 
different stakeholders; improve engagement with underrepresented community groups. 
 
It’s time to create a climate and energy advisory board to the County Legislature. The issue is too important to get 
lost in the shuffle.  

Action: A motion was made by Martha Robertson, and seconded by Bob Howarth, to declare that the work of the 
Energy Task Force would continue in some fashion, the nature of which would be defined through further 
discussion. Motion carried. Sharon Anderson abstained.   
 
Moving forward, the ETF Policy Committee will continue discussion on future of ETF and legislators concerned 
with this topic will meet with Planning and Sustainability Department staff to define what the Legislature would 
like to achieve by having an ETF. The latter will be discussed at the October Housing and Economic Development 
and Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality committee meetings, with reports given to the full ETF at the 
November task force meeting.  
 
Another consideration is that per ETF Bylaws Sharon cannot serve as chair beyond 12/31/2019 due to term limit 
constraints. Staff involvement would be limited at meetings, with most likely only Kristin McCarthy attending to 
take action minutes.  
 
Lauren Gabuzzi and Gary Ferguson of Downtown Ithaca Alliance are scheduled to present at the October ETF 
meeting on the Transportation Demand Management program.  
 
Member Announcements/Comments from Public Round 2 
 
Members and guests shared news on the following initiatives and projects: BEA Lansing, proposed revisions to 
County Capital Plan, City of Ithaca 2020 Budget (specifically, staff funding requests for Green New Deal), NYSEG 
rate case comment period, updates to County Long-range Transportation Plan and Town of Dryden 
Comprehensive Plan, 2030 District, NYSEG Optimize EV program, and various NYSERDA incentives geared toward 
Lansing Moratorium Area.  
 
Adjournment – Chair Sharon Anderson adjourned meeting at 10:57 am. 


